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LOCAL PROJECTS, LOCAL JOBS PROGRAM — TUART HILL CRICKET CLUB 

18. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
Under the Local Projects, Local Jobs program, described by veteran political analyst Peter Kennedy as a slush 
fund and pork-barrelling that went too far, a grant of $5 000 was given to the Tuart Hill Cricket Club, of which 
the member for Balcatta is a life member, former president and former treasurer. 

(1) Will the Premier tell Parliament whether applications for the Local Projects, Local Jobs program, as 
recommended by the Auditor General, require disclosure of conflicts of interest when the recipient 
organisation has a close association with a candidate or member? 

(2) Did the member for Balcatta disclose his close association with the Tuart Hill Cricket Club? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Prior to answering that question, I want to make a brief statement about a serious matter. Last night, very sadly, 
our very respected and well-liked gym instructor, Joe Lubout, passed away. People have known Joe for many 
years. He was a very kind gentleman down in the gym, who worked there for a long time. He was of Dutch heritage, 
I think Joe told me when I discussed it with him. He obviously was sick; I did not know. I think a lot of people did 
not know. He was very fit and a very likeable man. He was 75 years old but we all know that he looked about 
20 years younger than that. It is very sad. He was a very kind man and I am sure that many of us will miss him. 
I would like to pass on all our regards to his family at this very sad time. 

(1)–(2) Regarding the Leader of the Opposition’s question, I want to put a little bit of context around it. In 2011, 
the Leader of the Opposition made a declaration to Parliament that he was patron of the Willetton Sports 
Club, which is one of the largest sports clubs in his electorate. It then turned out that $1 million was 
provided to the Willetton Sports Club by the then government. During the last election campaign, the 
Leader of the Opposition also ensured—I have the news articles here—that $3.5 million went to the 
Willetton basketball stadium, at which he was a regular attendee. The article includes images of him 
shooting hoops at the Willetton Basketball Association stadium. Another article states that during the 
term of the last government, the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party was the patron of the Scarboro Surf 
Life Saving Club. Guess what, Mr Speaker? When the Scarborough beachfront redevelopment was 
conducted, the Scarboro surf club got a major upgrade. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Do you want to be called for the second time while I am on my feet? I call you to order for the 
first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have a press release from 14 January 2017 in which the member for Scarborough is 
promoting the redevelopment of Scarborough. Neither the Leader of the Opposition nor the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition declared in their parliamentary declarations the fact that they were patrons of these organisations, yet 
they were slipping millions of dollars to them. It was not a grant of $5 000; millions of dollars were given to the 
organisations they were patrons of. Does the Leader of the Opposition not think he has put his foot in it? Can he 
not see that in coming in here and asking that question, he has made himself look a little bit foolish? 

The Local Projects, Local Jobs title was given to a range of election commitments of the then opposition. They 
were election commitments and we are delivering them in the communities to which we made those commitments. 
Half the commitments were made to Labor-held seats and half were made to Liberal and National–held seats. It 
just so happens that after the election, Labor won most of the seats. That is what happened. It strikes me as a little 
bit of a beat-up to attack an opposition for delivering its election commitments. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: When I hear the words “fiscal responsibility”, all I can think of is the forty thousand million 
dollars’ worth of debt that the Liberal and National Parties racked up. 
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